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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

Moulton  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  1925 
on  the  Sanitary  Conditions  and  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Rural 
District  of  Moulton. 


The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  set  forth  in  Circular  648  of 
December  10th,  1925,  and  is  a  Survey  Report. 


Survey  Reports,  as  distinguished  from  the  Ordinary 
Reports  of  intermediate  years,  are  required  quinquennially  and 
constitute  a  general  review  of  the  measure  of  progress  in  matters 
affecting  public  health  in  the  area  during  the  preceding  five  years. 


ARTHUR  MORGAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  Moulton  Rural  District  contains  6  parishes  and  is  situated  in 
the  Administrative  County  of  West  Suffolk,  and  in  the  Newmarket 
Union  for  Poor  Law  purposes. 

Three  of  the  villages,  Moulton,  Dalham,  and  Lidgate,  are  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Kennett  at  an  elevation  that  varies  from  95  feet  to  250 
feet  above  Ordnance  Datum  and  are  geologically  situated  on  chalk  covered 
along  the  valley  by  gravel  and  alluvium.  The  other  three  villages,  Gazeley, 
Higham,  and  Ousden,  are  on  chalk,  or  boulder  clay  overlying  the  chalk, 
at  an  elevation  of  from  200  to  over  400  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum.  The 
parishes  are  all  small,  scattered,  and  rural  in  character.  There  is  no 
particular  trade  or  industry  apart  from  agriculture. 


Area  :  Land  :  14,589  acres. 

Water:  12  acres. 

Total  :  14,601 

acres. 

Population  : 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Census  1911 

2,255. 

1,195. 

1,060. 

„  1921 

2.189. 

1,105. 

1,084 

Total  Decrease 

66. 

—90. 

+  24. 

The  population  as 

estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925  is  2,152, 

on  this 

figure  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  year  are  calculated. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921  :  544. 

,,  ,,  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921  :  550. 

,,  ,,  rooms  occupied  „  2,685. 

„  „  „  per  person  „  1'24. 

,,  ,,  persons  per  acre  ,,  T. 


The  population  living  more  than  two  persons  to  a  room  is  given  in 
the  1921  Census  Returns  as  110  as  against  140  in  1911. 


The  following  table  gives  the  area,  population,  etc.,  of  each  Parish. 


Area  in 
Acres. 

Pop 

1911. 

Pop. 

1921. 

■+■  Inc. 
or  or 
—  Dec. 

No.  of 
Private 
Famil¬ 
ies 

Structur¬ 

ally 

separate 

dwellings. 

Rooms 

per 

Person. 

Person 
per  1 
Acre.  | 

Dalham 

2,098 

405 

355 

—50 

90 

90 

1T6 

'2 

Gazeley  . 

3,201 

444 

430 

—14 

107 

107 

U19 

•1 

Higham 

2,717 

325 

333 

+  8 

83 

79 

1'20 

1 

Lidgate 

2,034 

340 

268 

—72 

77 

75 

1  *44 

•1 

Moulton 

3,169 

515 

567 

+  52 

132 

132 

1  "24 

2 

Ousden 

1,382 

226 

236 

+  10 

61 

61 

1  '3 1 

'2 

5 


Rateable  Value  of  the  district  :  Land,  £7,275. 

Buildings,  £8,802. 

Assessable  Value :  £10,621. 

Sum  produced  by  a  penny  rate  :  £44  5s.  Od. 


The  following  extract  from  the  Census  Returns  for  1921  gives  details 
as  to  occupations  ;  it  will  be  noticed  that  out  of  742  occupied  males,  460 
are  employed  in  agriculture. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total  Population 

1105 

1084 

Aged  0—1 1 

234 

238 

,,  12  and  upwards 

871 

846 

Agricultural  Occupations 

460 

12 

Makers  of  Bricks,  Pottery,  Glass 

3 

— 

Metal  Workers 

27 

— 

Electrical  Apparatus  Makers,  Fitters,  etc. 

3 

— 

Workers  in  Skins,  Leather  Goods  Makers 

1 

— 

Makers  of  Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress  ... 

3 

7 

,,  ,,  Foods,  Drinks,  and  Tobacco 

12 

2 

Workers  in  Wood,  etc.  ... 

29 

— 

Paper  Workers,  Printers,  etc. 

2 

— 

Builders,  Bricklayers,  etc. 

33 

Painters  and  Decorators 

6 

Transport  Workers 

46 

1 

Commercial  and  Financial  Occupations 

24 

10 

Public  Administration  and  Defence 

6 

3 

Professional  Occupations 

13 

20 

Persons  employed  in  Entertainments,  etc. 

34 

— 

,.  ,,  ,,  Personal  Service 

36 

125 

Clerks,  Draughtsmen,  Typists,  etc.  ... 

7 

4 

Stationary  Engine  Drivers,  etc. 

l 

•  — 

All  other  occupations 

36 

— 

Total  Occupied 

782 

184 

Un-occupied  and  Retired 

89 

662 

Total  Occupied  and  Un-occupied 

871 

846 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Births  :  Legitimate, 

34 

22 

12 

Illegitimate, 

— 

— 

— 

Grand  Total, 

34 

22 

12 

/ 
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Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  ...  15'8 

,,  ,,  „  ,,  ,,  ,,  England  and  Wales,  1 8'3 


Deaths:  Total,  26. 

Male,  16. 

Female,  10. 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  of  population 

120. 

ft 

ft  ft  ft  ft 

,,  England  and  Wales,  12‘2. 

Ages  at  Death  : 

Under  1 

year 

3 

1  year  and  under  2  years 

— 

2  years 

1 

5  „ 

— 

15  „ 

•  •  •  a  2  5  a  a  a 

.  .  - 

25  „ 

f  f  9y  45  ff  . 

— 

58%  of  the  deaths  were 

45  „ 

99  ft  55  99  a 

— 

therefore  among  people 

55  „ 

9  9  9  9  65  9  9  a 

3 

aged  75  and  upwards. 

65  „ 

4 

75  „ 

,,  over 

15 

26 

Number  of  women  dying  in 

or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  ...  Nil. 

The 

number  of  deaths  of 

children  under 

one  year  was  3  ;  based 

on  a  total  of  34  Births  this  gives 

an  Infantile  Mortality  figure  of  88  per 

thousand  births. 

Infantile  Mortality  figure,  England  and  Wales,  75. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  babies. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages 

Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages 

Nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea,  under  2  years  of  age  Nil. 

Birth,  Death,  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  the  last  10  years. 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

1915 

20 

10'2 

45 

1916 

156 

136 

28 

1917 

10'6 

144 

59 

1918 

87 

1 1  *8 

nil 

1919 

197 

14'2 

45 

1920 

207 

11‘9 

21 

1921 

16'6 

15'2 

55 

1922 

158 

13'0 

58'8 

1923 

158 

7  9 

58‘8 

1924 

12'0 

92 

387 

1925 

158 

12'0 

88 

7 


TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF 

DEATH  DURING 

1925. 

C.auses  of  Death. 

Males. 

Fe¬ 

males. 

All  Causes 

16 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Influenza 

I 

I 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

...  ... 

1 

I 

Rheumatic  Fever 

— 

— 

Diabetes  ...  ...  .  . 

— 

— 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

1 

— 

Heart  disease 

4 

2 

Arterio  sclerosis 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms,! 

— 

— 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea,  etc.,  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

i 

— 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition 

— 

— 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

i 

— 

Suicide 

— 

— 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

i 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

4 

3 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

( Total 
[illegitimate 

2 

1 

Total  Births 

22 

12 

Legitimate 

22 

12 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

Population  2,152 

8 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 


There  are  no  General  Hospitals  within  the  District,  those  available 
are  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge;  The  Rous  Memorial  Hospital, 
Newmarket;  and  the  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 
The  Poor  Law  Institution  serving  the  District  is  situated  at  Exning 
within  the  Urban  District  of  Newmarket. 

The  Midwives  Act,  the  Maternity  and  Children’s  Welfare,  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  schemes  are  all  administered  by  the 
County  Council.  Home  visitation  is  carried  out  by  the  Staffs  of  the 
County  Council  &  District  Nursing  Associations;  there  is  no  provision  for 
the  nursing  of  infectious  disease  in  the  home,  except  for  such  cases  of 
tuberculosis  as  are  thought  to  require  it  and  then  it  is  done  by  the 
District  Nurses.  There  are  three  District  Nurse  Midwives  practising  in 
the  area  who  between  them  take  in  the  villages  of  Higham,  Moulton, 
Dalham,  Ousden  and  Gazeley. 

So  far  as  Maternity  cases  are  concerned  there  are  five  ordinary  lying 
in  beds  and  one  isolation  bed  at  the  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital  that 
are  available  for  abnormal  cases,  emergencies,  etc.  Clinics  are  not  held 
within  the  district,  the  nearest  are  those  held  at  Newmarket  and  Exning. 
In  addition,  the  County  Council  have  an  orthopaedic  scheme  and  children 
of  school  age  and  under  can  receive  free  treatment. 

Tuberculosis  :  Cases  requiring  Sanatorium  treatment  are  admitted 
to  the  County  Sanatorium  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds  ;  this  Institution  has  an 
accommodation  of  20  beds. 

Venereal  Diseases:  Under  the  County  Council’s  scheme  treatment 
can  be  obtained  by  attendance  at  the  Clinics  held  at  one  or  other  of  the 
General  Hospitals  available. 

Ambulance  facilities  :  There  is  no  ambulance  within  the  district 
either  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  or  accident;  so  far  as  cases  of 
infectious  disease  are  concerned  the  horse  ambulance  kept  at  the 
Newmarket  &  Moulton  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  is  usually  available. 

Public  Health  Officers:  One  whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector  who 
is  also  Inspector  under  the  Housing  Acts,  Meat  Regulations,  Explosive 
Acts,  etc.,  and  who  holds  the  same  offices  for  the  adjoining  Rural 
District  of  Newmarket. 

The  Moulton  Rural  District  Council  has  combined  with  other 
Authorities  for  the  appointment  of  a  whole-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  the  districts  represented  are  : 
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Moulton  Rural  District 
Clare  „  „ 

Haverhill  Urban  ,, 
Bumpstead  Rural  ,, 
Newmarket  ,,  ,, 


(West  Suffolk) 
»>  >» 

>>  n 

(Essex) 

(Cambridge) 


Population 


M 

>» 


2,189 

7,348 

4,083 

2,376 

18,647 


Total  ,,  34,643 


Isolation  Hospitals  :  The  district  is  served  by  the  Newmarket  and 
Moulton  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  The  Hospital  is  administered  by  a 
Joint  Hospital  Board  constituted  under  Section  279  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  1875.  The  Joint  Board  consists  of  the  Chairman,  as  ex-officio 
member,  and  three  elective  members  from  the  Newmarket  Rural  District 
Council  ;  the  Chairman  and  two  elective  members  from  the  Moulton 
Rural  District  Council.  An  annual  grant  is  made  by  the  Cambridge 
County  Council  to  the  Newmarket  Rural  District  Council  towards 
expenses  incurred  by  the  latter  in  maintaining  the  hospital. 

The  Hospital  is  situated  on  the  Fordham  Road  near  Newmarket. 
The  accommodation  provided  consists  of  two  large  and  two  small  wards 
together  with  a  small  block  containing  two  rooms  capable  of  holding  one 
bed  in  each,  this  small  block  would  appear  to  be  intended  for  use  as  an 
observation  ward,  but  is  occupied  by  some  of  the  staff  owing  to  lack 
of  other  accommodation. 

The  Annual  grant  from  the  Cambridge  County  Council  is  based  on  an 
accommodation  of  14  beds,  but  a  larger  number  have  from  time  to  time 
been  in  use  and  undoubtedly  there  has  on  occasion  been  some  degree  of 
overcrowding.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  two  diseases  can  be 
treated  concurrently,  but  owing  to  the  continued  prevalence  of  scarlet 
fever  in  the  districts  served  only  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  admitted 
during  the  last  18  months. 

Cases  are  admitted  from  the  Urban  District  of  Newmarket,  the 
Urban  Council  having  an  agreement  to  that  effect  with  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board  ;  the  population  served  by  the  hospital  is  therefore : 
Newmarket  Rural,  18,647;  Moulton  Rural,  2,189;  Newmarket  Urban, 
9,767  ;  or  a  total  of  30,603.  About  30  beds  would  be  necessary  on  the 
basis  of  one  bed  per  thousand  population,  whereas  20  is  the  maximum 
number  that  should  be  in  use  at  any  one  time  under  existing  conditions. 

The  resident  staff  at  the  present  time  consists  of  a  Matron,  two  day 
Nurses,  one  night  Nurse,  two  Wardmaids,  a  Cook,  and  a  Porter.  The 
only  Staff  accommodation  provided  is  a  cottage  containing  two  sitting 
rooms,  two  bedrooms  and  a  bathroom,  with  the  result  that  the  observation 
block  is  used  for  sleeping  quarters.  Additional  Staff  accommodation 
appears  to  be  the  most  urgent  requirement;  the  Joint  Board  have  a 
scheme  in  preparation,  and  plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  These  included  a  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  the  existing 
drainage  to  a  water  carriage  system. 
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A  small  steam  disinfector  is  kept  at  the  hospital  ;  this  can,  by 
arrangement,  be  used  for  disinfecting  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  from 
infected  houses. 

There  is  no  motor  ambulance,  but  a  horse  ambulance  kept  at  the 
hospital  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of  patients. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  during  the  last  five  years  from  the 
different  districts  is  as  follows: 


Newmarket  Rural. 

Moulton  Rural. 

Newmarket  Urban 

Scarlet  Fever 

211 

7 

201 

Diphtheria 

41 

0 

32 

Totals 

252 

7 

233 

Altogether,  therefore,  492  cases  were  admitted  during  this  period, 
giving  a  yearly  average  of  98'4  admissions. 

Small  Pox  :  An  arrangement  is  in  operation  for  the  admission  of 
cases  of  this  disease  to  the  County  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Bury  St. 
Edmunds. 


Laboratory  Work  :  Chemical  analyses  of  water,  etc.,  are  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  J.  West  Knights,  of  Cambridge.  The 
Council  is  not  an  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Legislation  in  force  :  There  are  no  Local  or  Adoptive  Acts  in 
force  in  the  district  nor  have  any  Byelaws  in  relation  to  buildings  or 
other  matters  been  adopted. 

So  far  as  new  legislation  is  concerned  the  Public  Health  Act  of 
1925  came  in-to  operation  in  September.  The  Act  is  divided  into  nine 
Parts  of  which  Part  VII,  dealing  with  infectious  disease  and  hospitals, 
and  Part  VIII,  Miscellaneous,  operate  without  adoption.  A  Rural 
District  Council  may  adopt  the  provisions  in  Parts  II  to  IV  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  sections  intended  to  apply  to  Urban  Districts  only. 
Part  V,  dealing  the  Watercourses,  Streams,  etc.,  cannot  be  adopted  by  a 
Rural  District  Council,  and  Part  IX  only  extends  to  any  area  in  which 
the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts,  1846-1899,  may  be  in  force. 

The  Consolidated  Housing  Act  of  1925  brings  within  one  Consolidating 
Act  the  housing  powers  and  duties  of  Local  Authorities  under  a  series  of 
nine  Acts  passed  between  1890  and  1921.  The  financial  provisions  of 
the  1923  and  1924  Acts  are  not  included  in  the  1925  Act  and  the  Small 
Dwellings  Acquisition  Act  of  1899 — as  amended  by  the  1923  Act — is  also 
left  in  operation.  The  effective  Housing  Acts  therefore  now  in  operation 
are  those  of  1899,  1923,  1924,  and  1925. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply  :  There  is  no  public  piped  service  and  all  the  villages 
depend  upon  wells  for  their  supply.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
water  supply  for  each  parish  : 

Dalham. — Private  wells,  no  public  supply. 

Gazeley. — One  public  well  sunk  through  the  boulder  clay  into  the 
chalk,  the  depth  is  about  182  feet. 

Higham. — Private  wells,  no  public  supply. 

Lidgate. — One  public  pump  connected  with  a  well  in  the  chalk 
about  80  feet  deep. 

Moulton. — One  public  pump  connected  with  a  well  bored  about 
105  feet  into  the  chalk  and  lined  with  iron  tubes. 

Ousden. — Private  wells,  no  public  supply. 

Only  three  of  the  parishes  have  any  public  supply  and  the  remainder 
depend  entirely  upon  private  wells. 

No  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  :  There  is  no  system  of  sewerage  in  any 
of  the  villages  and  the  privy  system  is  in  general  use,  but  where  possible 
pails  are  substituted ;  some  of  the  larger  houses  have  water  closets 
connected  with  cesspools.  Slop  water  and  refuse  are  disposed  of  by  the 
cottagers  on  garden  ground  and  there  is  no  scheme  of  public  scavenging 
in  operation.  The  villages  are  all  small  and  straggling,  so  that  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  sewerage  would  be  a  difficult  and  costly  matter. 

Rivers  and  Streams  :  One  small  stream,  the  river  Kennett,  passes 
through  the  villages  of  Lidgate,  Dalham,  and  Moulton.  This  stream 
receives  a  certain  amount  of  pollution  from  slop  water  in  its  course 
through  these  villages. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area:  The  following  figures  have 
been  provided  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Austin,  C.R.S.I.,  who  is  Sanitary  Inspector 


for  the  district : 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  212 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  15 

Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Nuisances  or  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  27 

,,  ,,  „  remedied  ...  ...  ...  25 

(a)  Informal  written  Notices  ...  ...  ...  11 

( b )  Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Result  of  service  thereof — (a)  Complied  with  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 
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Disinfection:  Number  of  disinfections  after  infectious  disease  5 

Schools  :  There  are  six  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district, 
one  in  each  village.  The  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply  of 
each  is  as  follows  : 

Dalham  ...  Pail  closets 

Gazeley  ...  ,,  ,, 

Higham  ...  Moule’s,  or  dry  earth  system. 

Moulton  ...  Pail  closets 

Ousden  ...  ,,  ,, 


HOUSING. 

There  would  appear  to  be  a  need  for  cottages  of  the  working  class 
type  containing  at  least  three  bedrooms,  and  that  could  be  let  at  a  rent 
within  the  scope  of  the  agricultural  labourer.  The  Census  figures  as  to 
the  population  of  each  parish  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  report, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  in  only  one  case  (Moulton)  has  there  been  any 
particular  increase.  There  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  important 
change  in  population. 

Many  of  the  cottages  are  very  old,  and  on  account  of  their  age  and 
method  of  construction  are  not  of  high  standard.  The  type  of  construction 
is  that  usual  in  the  district  as  regards  the  older  houses,  and  these 
constitute  the  majority.  That  is  to  say  in  many  cases  the  walls  are 
constructed  of  stud  and  plaster  and  the  roofs  are  thatched.  A  smaller 
proportion  are  built  of  brick  or  flint  and  roofed  with  slates  or  pantiles. 
The  usual  accommodation  provided  consists  of  a  living  room,  a  smaller 
room  used  as  a  larder  or  general  store  room,  and  two  bedrooms.  It 
would  not  appear  that  there  are  many  instances  of  defects  being  due  to 
acts  of  waste  or  neglect  by  tenants  or  want  of  supervision  by  owners, 
although  so  far  as  the  latter  are  concerned  there  is  a  tendency  to 
postpone  small  necessary  repairs,  and  when  these  are  long  delayed  the 
matter  becomes  a  costly  one  with  the  prospect  of  little  or  no  return  on 
the  outlay.  The  principal  difficulty  in  remedying  unfitness  is  one  of  cost, 
and  in  this  connection  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  some  cases  the 
rents  do  not  exceed  1/6  to  2/-  weekly.  » 

There  are  a  few  cases  of  overcrowding  on  the  housing  register  but 
no  evidence  of  any  considerable  number  ;  the  number  of  people  living 
more  than  two  to  a  room  is  given  in  the  1921  Census  Return  as  110  as 
against  140  in  1911.  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  nor  has  any  action  been  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts.  Two  Notices  served  during  1924  under  section  28  of  the 
Housing,  etc.,  Act  of  1919,  remained  uncomplied  with  at  the  end  of  that 
year.  In  these  two  instances  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Rural 
District  Council  during  1925. 


Well  on  the  premises. 

,,  ,.  adjoining  premises. 

Pump  opposite. 

Pump  on  premises. 

No  supply  on  premises. 
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No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Rural  District  Council  so  far  as 
regards  any  scheme  for  the  erection  of  houses  under  any  of  the  Housing 
Acts,  nor  has  any  subsidy  been  granted  in  respect  of  houses  built  by 
private  enterprise.  Only  one  house  has  been  erected  in  the  district 
during  the  last  five  years. 

There  are  no  Byelaws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  in  operation  in  the  district. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

( a )  Total  (including  number  given  separately  under  b )  ...  — 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  — 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  — 

I.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  150 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  20 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  5 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers.  ...  ...  3 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara¬ 
tions  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ... 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  N  umber  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 

tion  Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(A)  Milk  Supply:  Number  of  Cowkeepers  or  Purveyors  of  Milk 
on  the  Register : 

(a)  Wholesale  Purveyors  ...  ...  3. 

( b )  Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  4. 

There  are  also  a  few  cowkeepers  who  sell  milk  in  small  quantities  to 
their  workmen  or  neighbours,  but  who  do  not  deliver  milk  in  the  district. 
Repairs  effected  during  the  year  to  these  premises  included  the  replacement 
of  defective  floors  by  cement  ones  in  three  cases. 

In  this  district  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order  have  not  yet  been  adopted. 
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The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  came  into  operation 
on  September  1st,  1925.  This  Act  contains  various  important  provisions 
particularly  as  to  the  prohibition  of  the  supply  of  milk  likely  to  cause 
tuberculosis,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  Officers  of  Local 
Authorities  to  take  samples  of  milk.  No  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  2  (l)  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act  of  1922,  whereby  the  local  authority  has  power, 
under  certain  circumstances,  to  refuse  registration  of,  or  to  remove  from 
the  Register,  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  either  absolutely,  or  in  respect  of 
any  specified  premises. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923.  No  licence  has  been 
granted  by  the  Council  for  the  sale  of  milk  in  the  district  under  special 
designations,  nor  is  the  Council  an  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  or  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

Meat:  The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  came  into 
operation  on  April  1st,  1925,  and  contain  many  important  provisions 
designed  to  prevent  the  sale  for  human  food  of  unsound  and  diseased 
meat  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  proper  standard  of  cleanliness  as 
regards  shops,  stalls,  and  the  protection  of  meat  from  contamination  in 
course  of  transport  or  when  exposed  for  sale.  There  is  also  a  provision 
that  no  person  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  to  which  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act  of  1889  applies  shall  take  part  either  in  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  intended  for  human  food  or  in  the  handling  of 
meat.  Furthermore,  notice  of  times  of  slaughtering  is  to  be  given  to  the 
Local  Authority  and  the  carcase  retained  for  a  time  to  give  an  opportunity 
of  inspection  by  an  Official  of  the  Authority. 

A  register  of  the  days  and  times  of  slaughtering  is  kept  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  been  appointed  to  act  under  these  Regulations, 
and  notices  are  also  given  when  any  slaughtering  takes  place  out  of  the 
regular  hours  specified.  The  portion  of  the  Regulations  dealing  with 
inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughtering  is  carried  out  as  effectually  as 
possible.  Article  9  of  the  Regulations,  however,  places  on  the  person  by 
or  on  whose  behalf  an  animal  is  slaughtered  the  duty  of  giving  notice  to 
the  Local  Authority  if  any  part  of  the  carcase  is  found  to  be  diseased  or 
unsound.  No  arrangements  have  been  made  for  “  meat  marking  ”  or  the 
placing  of  a  distinctive  mark  on  carcases  inspected  at  the  time  of 
slaughter  and  found  to  be  sound  and  free  from  disease. 

Hitherto  there  have  been  no  urban  powers  applied  for  or  byelaws 
adopted  with  regard  to  slaughter-houses  in  this  district.  The  Rural 
District  Councils  (Slaughter-houses)  Order,  1924,  came  into  operation  on 
Jan.  Jst,  1925,  and  applies  urban  powers  to  all  districts  where  they  were 
not  previously  in  force.  This  entails  the  licensing  by  the  Council  of  all 
slaughter-houses  not  in  use  and  occupation  as  such  at  the  date  the  Order 
came  into  operation  (premises  already  in  use  at  that  time  become 
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automatically  registered)  and  the  adoption  of  byelaws  for  the  control  of 
these  premises. 

At  the  end  of  1920  there  were  3  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the 
district,  in  January,  1925,  3;  in  December,  1925,  4  (3  registered  and  one 
licensed).  A  number  of  improvements  have  been  effected  to  these 
premises  during  the  year.  There  are  no  stalls  from  which  meat  is  sold 
in  the  district  and  only  one  shop. 

The  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925,  which  came  into  operation  on  Sept. 
1st.  provides  for  the  slaughter  of  tuberculous  animals,  and  provision  is 
made  by  an  amending  Order  for  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  to  be 
given  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  when  it  is  intended  that  any  part  of  the 
carcase  is  to  be  sold  for  human  food,  and  no  part  of  the  carcase  is  to  be 
removed  from  the  premises  for  that  purpose  unless  permission  in  writing 
is  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  other  competent  Officer. 
Notices  under  this  Order  were  received  in  respect  of  three  cows  and  the 
carcases  were  inspected  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  two 
instances  the  carcases  were  considered  to  be  fit  for  human  food  ;  in  the 
third  the  carcase  was  condemned. 

Other  foods. — Bakehouses:  There  are  four  Bakehouses,  two  at 
Dalham,  one  at  Ousden  and  one  at  Moulton.  It  has  been  necessary  in 
some  instances  to  direct  the  occupier’s  attention  to  the  need  for  greater 
cleanliness  and  in  one  case  notice  was  given  to  cease  the  practice  of 
storing  articles  unconnected  with  the  process  of  baking  in  the  bakehouse. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  any  of  the  buildings  are  of  very  good  construction. 
The  water  supply  of  these  premises  is  as  follows  : 

No.  1,  open  well  on  the  premises. 

„  2,  pump  „  „ 

„  3,  two  wells  „  „  „ 

,,  4,  public  pump  near  by. 

PREVALENCE  OP,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

During  the  last  five  years  the  district  has  been  free  from  outbreaks 


of  any  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

The  number 

of  cases 

notified 

during  the  period  under  review  is 

shewn  in 

the  following 

table. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922.  1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

1  1 

2 

4 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

—  — 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

1 

—  — 

1 

— 
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Since  the  year  1890  there  have  been  notified  239  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  49  of  diphtheria  giving  a  yearly  average  for  the  35  years  of  6'8 
cases  of  scarier  fever  and  1'4  of  diphtheria.  The  largest  number  of 
scarlet  fever  cases  notified  in  any  one  year  was  69  in  1895,  and  of 
diphtheria  9  in  1899.  During  latter  years  there  have  been  only  occasional 
sporadic  cases  of  these  diseases.  The  four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified 
during  the  current  year  were  distributed  as  follows  :  Gazeley,  three  cases, 
one  in  April,  two  in  October,  the  two  latter  cases  were  in  one  family. 
Lidgate  :  one  case  in  July.  No  cases  of  malaria,  dysentry.  or  trench 
fever  have  been  notified  since  the  inception  of  the  Regulations  in  1919. 
The  last  cases  of  enteric  fever  in  the  district  were  two  at  Dalham  in 
1914. 

The  Newmarket  and  Moulton  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  is  available 
for  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  the  disinfector  at  that  institution  can 
be  utilised  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  etc.  Infected  premises  are 
disinfected  by  spraying  with  formalin.  There  is  no  special  provision 
within  the  area  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons,  etc. 

So  far  as  non-notifiable  infectious  disease  is  concerned  there  has  been 
no  undue  prevalence  of  late  years.  The  majority  of  cases  of  influenza 
that  have  occurred  have  been  of  a  comparatively  mild  type,  but  two 
deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease  during  1925  and  3  in  1922.  The 
death  rate  per  thousand  population  from  influenza  is  as  follows : 

1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

Moulton  Rural  District  1'4  —  —  '93 

England  and  Wales  ...  '54  '22  '49  '32 

There  has  been  no  particular  incidence  of  any  other  disease  during 
the  year  that  merits  any  special  comment.  The  number  of  notifications 
of  children  excluded  from  school  received  was  120,  these  included  the 
following, — whooping  cough,  19  ;  mumps  73,  influenza  colds  etc,  19. 
There  have  been  no  deaths  from  whooping  cough  or  measles  during  the 
last  ten  years. 

Cancer  caused  two  deaths  during  the  year  equal  to  a  death  rate  of 
'93  per  thousand  population  as  against  a  death  rate  of  '46  for  each  of 
the  years  1924,  1923  and  1922. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  :  These  are  usually  made  at  the 
County  Laboratory,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  or  may  be  carried  out  at  the 
Bacteriological  Laboratory,  6,  Post  Office  Terrace,  Cambridge.  A  certain 
number  of  specimens  are  also  sent  by  practitioners  to  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  London. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  obtained  by  practitioners  when  required  and 
the  cost  charged  to  the  Rural  District  Council. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Deaths. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 
Newmarket  & 
Moulton  Joint 
Fever  Hospital. 

CO 

CO 

At  Ages— Years. 

65 — 

- 

- 

45— 

35— 

1 

o 

<N 

1 

to 

1 

o 

i- H 

1 

1 

Tt< 

! 

« 

1 

Cl 

1 

r-H 

T 

Total 

cases 

notified. 

- 

'O 

Disease. 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria  ..? 

Enteric  Fever  including 
Paratyphoid . 

Puerperal  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Acute  anterior  Poliomyelitis 

Diseases  notifiable  locally. 
Chicken  Pox  . 

Totals 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM  : — No  cases  were  notified  of  this  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis,  either  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary,  have 
been  notified  during  the  year  and  no  deaths  have  been  attributed  to  this 
disease. 

The  case  and  death  rates  per  thousand  population  from  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis  for  the  last  five  years  is  as  follows  : — 

Year  1920.  1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

Case  rate  '85  '46  '93  '93  1.86 

Death  „  —  1  '85  '46  1'40 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  which  came  into  operation  in  August. 
These  Regulations  make  it  an  offence  for  any  person  who  is  aware  that 
he  is  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  to  enter  upon  any  employ¬ 
ment  or  occupation  in  connection  with  a  Dairy  which  would  involve  the 
milking  of  cows,  the  treatment  of  milk,  or  the  handling  of  vessels  used 
for  containing  milk. 

Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  provides  for  the 
compulsory  removal  and  detention  in  an  institution  of  a  person  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  in  an  infectious  state — no  action  has 
been  necessary  under  this  section. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Factories 

None 

Inspections. 

Notices. 

Workshops  & 
Workplaces 

14 

15 

8  (bakehouses). 

Outworkers  Lists 

None 

ARTHUR  MORGAN,  m.a.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


